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POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OF SOPROULE DEATH

The death on 24 June of the Greek Liberal Prime Mini-
ster, Themistocles Sophoulis, probably means the and of the
Liheral-Populist coaliiion and the beginning of sharply intonst-
fied pariy and personal rivalry. It may even result in 2 move
toward authoritarian government. There appears to ba in
Parilament no potertial successor to Sophoulls possessing
the reguired ability to command approval and restraln political
saotionalism. Populist chief Tsaldaris, Foreign Minlcter under
Scpboulis and Kimeelf an ex-Premier, has been given the first
opporhuity to form & new cabinet. With 37% of the scats in
Parliament, the Popualisis raay #ind it sasier than any other
group to musier enough minor -party gupport to carry Parlia-
ment. Continued Liberal~-Populist covperation of the kind
achizved by Sophoulis is uniikely, however, because luading
elements in both parties will welcorae an oceasion for a test
of puriy strength. Furthermore, a slute headed by Tsaldaris
will probably encoumter considerable high-level friction, inas-
mueh ag he bas, at lezst until very recently, been out of favor
with tae King and has aiso irritated Army Commander in Chief
Papagos.

i, a8 seems guLe possibie, Tsuldaris fails in the
initial attempt to form o new gabinet, the second chance may
£431 to the T4-year-old Diomedes, Liberal Vice Premier under
Sophoulis, or to somMe similar figure withent strong political
eoloring, Diomedss is a highiy respecied finnncier who might
he able temporarily to yreserve the old coalition cabinet, but
his task would soon bacome much more difficnlt besause of
nis rvelative inewperience in politics and his lack of o stabiliz-
ing iocrce comparable to Sophmiis‘", One or two minnr poll-
ticinns may aiso be invited to try their ‘uck at forming &
cabinet, but with diminished chances of suecens. The King,
sather thon endure prolonged political bickering and maneuvering,
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may then be tempted to adjourn Parliament and to appoint an
interim government designed to exercise strong powers in
close collaboration with the military command under General
Papagos. Such a development, although likely to remove the
friction between political and military leaders which has
been detrimental to the effectiveness of the Greek Army,
would have sharp political repercussions in Greece and
would expose the US to further Soviet charges of lending
support to non-democraiic governments.
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